MR imaging of epidermoid cysts.
After a short review of literature, MRI assessments of four cases of epidermoid cysts (EC) are reported. EC, (characterized in computed tomography by hypo or iso-density areas non-enhanced by contrast), are characterized in MRI by: 1) an important variability of signal intensity between the different cases, and sometimes between the different parts of the same cyst, 2) the absence of edema in surrounding parenchyma, in spite of important mass effect, 3) well defined limits, permitting certainty of the extra-cerebral nature of this tumor, 4) the presence of calcifications easily perceptible in MRI. It is proposed that the variability of signal intensity of EC is caused by different relaxation time values corresponding to different concentrations of keratin, cholesterol and water content.